Technical Information

Working title: Viet Wander House

Director: Mariko Saga

Screenplay by: Mariko Saga

Nationality: Polish

Genre: Drama

Format: 35 mm

Length: 90 min.

Shooting location: Warsaw, Poland / Phu Quoc, Vietham

Director’s Biography and Filmography

Mariko Saga is born in Japan, studied film directing in the Polish National Film School in Lodz.
She currently lives in Warsaw.

main previous works:
Kooniklaster (2007), 17 min.

Vena cava (2009), 27 min.

Vixen and Mandarin (2012), 27 min.

Awards for Kooniklaster
Best Foreign Film — Los Angeles International Short Film Festival
Best Student Film — The European Independent Film Festival
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Résidence du Festival
Festival de Cannes

3, rue Amélie, F-75007 Paris Since 2000, the Festival
Tel. 33 (0) 15359 61 20 Residence has provided each year
Fax 33 (0)153 59 61 24 accommodation and support to
E-mail: twelve selected young directors
residence@festival-cannes.fr in order to help them prepare
www.festival-cannes.org their first or second feature film.
Ajury presided by a film director
sits twice a year, selecting these
young fimmakers on the basis
of their short films, or even first
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feature film, and the merits of
their feature film project.

During their 4-and-a-half-month
stay in Paris, they work on the
writing of their feature fim pro-
ject, have meetings with profes-
sionals and try, with the support
of the Cannes Film Festival, to
bring their project to co-produc-
tion status.
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SYNOPSIS

NOTE OF INTENT

Snow-bound Warsaw, Poland. Teo, a
single father, a second-generation
Vietnamese man dreams of moving to
Vietnam, the tropical land of his
ancestor where he has never been.

When his friend Bao and him lose their
jobs at the Vietnamese restaurant, Bao
commits suicide. Afraid of following the
same paths, Teo decides to turn his
dream into reality. But his fiercely inde-
pendent 8 years old daughter Mia
protests letting him cut her connection
to her homeland, to her Polish mother
and her secret boyfriend. Teo has to
decide whether to make his dream come
true or to stay for his beloved daughter.

This film is about the role of sacrifice in
family and how humans deal with the
transience of life. Another recurrent theme
is how we learn to recreate our identity
by floating between multi-cultures and
gender norms.

The storytelling style will adopt the
“Mono no aware” eesthetic — translated
as “an empathy toward things” —it's a
Japanese term used to describe the
transience and beauty of things, the gentle
wistfulness and acceptance of their
passing. The bond of love of the father
and the daughter will be captured with
quietness and empathy.

SYNOPSIS

EKSPLIKACJA

Warszawa pod $niegiem. Teo, Wietnamczyk
w drugim pokoleniu i samotny ojciec,
marzy o przeprowadzce do Wietnamu,
tropikalnej ojczyzny swoich przodkéw,
w ktorej nigdy nie byt.

Kiedy wraz przyjacielem Bao traci prace w
wietnamskiej restauracji, Bao popetnia
samobodjstwo. Bojac sie, ze podazy jego
$ladem, Teo postanawia zawalczy¢ o
swoje marzenia. Ale jego walecznie nieza-
lezna oSmioletnia cérka, Mia, sprzeciwia
sie z zerwaniu wiezéw z ojczyzna, ze swoja
Polska matka i ze swoim chfopakiem.
Teo musi zdecydowac czy spetni¢ swoje
marzenia czy zosta¢ w kraju dla ukocha-
nej corki.

Film opowiada o roli po$wiecenia w
rodzinie oraz o umiejetno$ci doswiad-
czenia zmienno$ci zycia. Oprocz tego
porusza temat budowania wtasnej tozsa-
mosci pomiedzy normami réznych kultur
i ptci.

W stylu opowiadania przyjmiemy estetyke
»,Mono no aware” co mozna przettuma-
czy¢ jako - ,,wspotodczuwanie z przed-
miotem”. Jest to japonski termin
uzywany do opisania efemerycznosci i
piekna rzeczy - delikatniej zadumy i
akceptacji ich przemijania. Mito$¢ pomiedzy
ojcem i cérka bedzie pokazana poprzez
cisze i empatie.

SYNOPSIS

NOTE D’INTENTION

Pologne, Varsovie enneignée. Teo, pére
célibataire, deuxieme génération de
vietnamien réve de partir au Vietnam,
terre tropicale de ses ancétres ou il n’est
jamais allé.

Teo et son ami Bao perdent leur travail

au restaurant vietnamien. Bao se suicide.

Par peur de suivre le méme chemin,
Teo décide de réaliser son réve. Sa fille
Mia (8 ans) farouchement indépendante
proteste contre sa décision de la
séparer de son pays natal, de sa méere
et de son petit ami secret. Teo doit
décider entre réaliser son réve ou rester
pour sa fille bien-aimée.

Le film aborde le réle du sacrifice dans
la famille et la fagcon dont les étres
humains gerent la fugacité de la vie.
L’autre théme récurrent concerne notre
capacité a apprendre a recréer notre
identité en circulant entre les différentes
cultures et les normes qui s’y rapportent.

Le style de narration adopte I'esthétique
“Mono no aware” — “I’empathie envers
les choses” — terme japonais utilisé pour
décrire le caractere éphémere et la
beauté des choses, la nostalgie douce et
I’acceptation des choses qui passent.
Le lien d’amour entre le pére et la fille
sera saisi avec calme et empathie.
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