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SYNOPSIS

A famous Spanish actor, Julio Arenas, disappears while shooting a film. Although his body is never found,
the police conclude that he's been the victim of an accident by the sea. Many years later, the mystery su-
rrounding his disappearance is brought back into the spotlight by a TV programme outlining his life, and

death, and showing exclusive images of the last scenes he filmed, shot by his dear friend, the director
Miguel Garay.




CAST

MANOLO SOLO Miguel Garay
JOSE CORONADO Julio Arenas / Gardel
ANA TORRENT Ana Arenas
PETRA MARTINEZ Sister Consuelo
MARIA LEON Belén Granados
MARIO PARDO Max Roca
HELENA MIQUEL Marta Soriano
ANTONIO DECHENT Tico Mayoral

With the special collaboration of:

JOSE MARIA POU as Ferran Soler (Mr. Levy)
SOLEDAD VILLAMIL as Lola San Roman
JUAN MARGALLO as Doctor Benavides

Presenting VENECIA FRANCO in the role of Qiao Shu
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Victor Erice studied in Madrid, at
the Official School of Cinemato-
graphy (EOC), graduating in the
speciality of Cinematographic Di-
rection in 1963. For some time,
he worked as a scriptwriter; later,
as a producer of advertisements
and, in 1969, he made his debut
as a professional director, shoo-
ting one of the three episodes of
“The Challenges”, which debu-
ted to great acclaim at the San
Sebastian Film Festival.

Victor Erice has been the worthy
recipient of numerous awards, in-
cluding the Golden Shell at the
San Sebastian Film Festival in
1973, for his first feature-length
film, “The Spirit of the Beehive”,
which is currently celebrating its
50th anniversary; the Gold Hugo
at the Chicago International Film
Festival for his second feature,
“El Sur”, which premiered in the
Official Selection at Cannes; and
later, in 1992, both the Jury Pri-
ze and the International Critics
Award at the Cannes Film Festi-
val for “Dream of Light”. This film
was given special recognition
on being voted the best film of
its decade, by Film Archives and
Cultural Centres from around the
world.

In 1996, he participated in the
collective feature, “Celebrate Ci-
nema 101", with a short film tit-
led “Preguntas al Atardecer”.

Years later, in 2002, Erice again
contributed to another episo-
dic film, “Ten Minutes Older:
The Trumpet”, with the episode
“"Alumbramiento” (Lifeline).

In 2006, along with the Iranian
filmmaker, Abbas Kiarostami, he
produced an installation (“Eri-
ce-Kiarostami: ~ Corresponden-
ces”), which was exhibited in
Barcelona (CCCB), Madrid (Casa
Encendida), Paris (Centre Pompi-
dou) and Melbourne (ACMI). Said
installation included an audiovi-
sual correspondence between
the two directors, as well as the
medium-length film “La Morte
Rouge”.

During the following years, he
participated in different audiovi-
sual projects and video installa-
tions: one on the painter Antonio
Lépez, “Fragor del mundo, silen-
cio de la pintura”, and another
on the sculptor Jorge Oteiza,
“Piedra y Cielo”, for the Museum
of Fine Arts, in Bilbao.

In 2012, in Portugal, he directed
the medium-length film “Vidros
Partidos”, as part of the feature,
“Centro Histérico”, in collabora-
tion with Manoel de Oliveira, Pe-
dro Costa and Aki Kaurismaki.

In 1993, Erice received the Natio-
nal Cinematography Prize, and in
1995, the Gold Medal of Merit in

the Fine Arts. More recently, in
2014, the Locarno Festival awar-
ded him with the Leopard of Ho-
nour for his whole career as a fil-
mmaker.

Now, he is returning to the big
screen with CLOSE YOUR EYES,
his fourth feature, which will have
its world premiere in the Official
Selection at Cannes, within the
Cannes Premiére section.

THE DIRECTOR



Victor Erice - Festivals & Awards:

THE CHALLENGES
Silver shell, San Sebastian International Film Festival, 1969.

THE SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE

San Sebastian International Film Festival, 1973. Golden Shell: Best Film.

Cannes Film Festival, 1974. Official Selection. Critics Week.

Circle of Cinematographic Writers Award, Best Spanish Film, 1973.

Circle of Cinematographic Writers Award, Best Spanish Director, 1973.

Silver Hugo, Chicago Film Festival, 1973.

Best International Opera Prima, 1973, as voted for by “The Times” of London.

Best Art House Film, Turin Festival, 1974.

Selected by the Los Angeles, New York (Lincoln Center) and Mexico City film festivals.

EL SUR

Cannes Film Festival, 1983: Official Selection in Competition.

Gold Hugo, Chicago Film Festival, 1983.

Sant Jordi Award, 1983, for Best Film.

Silver Fotogramas, Best Spanish Film, 1983.

International Critics Award, Sao Paulo Festival, 1984

Circle of Cinematographic Writers Award, Best Spanish Film, 1984.
Circle of Cinematographic Writers Award, Best Spanish Director, 1984.
Bordeaux Festival of Iberian Cinema, Best Film, 1985

DREAM OF LIGHT

Cannes Film Festival, 1992. International Jury Prize.

Cannes Film Festival, 1992. International Critics Award (FIPRESCI)

Gold Hugo for Best Film, Chicago Festival, 1992.

Montevideo Festival, 1993. International Jury Prize.

London Film Festival, 1992. Selection. Out of competition.

Ondas Award, 1993, for Best Spanish Director.

Voted best film of the 1990s, according to a survey carried out by the Ontario Film Archives
of film archives and museums around the world.

ALUMBRAMIENTO (Ten Minutes Older: The Trumpet).
Cannes Film Festival, 2002. Official Selection, out of competition.

VIDROS PARTIDOS
Rome International Festival, 2012. Official Selection, out of competition.
Valladolid International Film Festival, 2012. Out of competition.

The Locarno Film Festival, in its 2014 edition, awarded Victor Erice the Golden Leopard,
in celebration of his whole filmmaking career.



