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ORIGIN OF THE PROJECT

Social networks are extremely popular
in Iran. There is a mad quest for contact,
especially with film celebrities. Despite
his position as a director officially
forbidden in his own country, Jafar Panabhi
remains a very popular recipient of
messages, many from young people who
want to make films. He usually deletes
them, but sometimes he is touched by a
sincerity, an intensity, that has led him
to wonder more about those who send
such messages. One day, he received
a message on Instagram that raised a
concern, and during the same period
the newspapers wrote about a young girl
who had committed suicide because she
had been banned from making movies.
This made him imagine receiving a video
of this suicide by social media, and he
wondered how he would react to that.
This is how the story of 3 Faces was born.













BEHNAZ JAFARI

At first, Jafar Panahi had planned that the
couple arriving at the village would be
played by another actress and her husband,
who is a producer. This actress could not
make the film, so he proposed the lead role
to Behnaz Jafari, who is a famous actress in
Iran. She has appeared in many films since
Samira Makhmalbaf's The Chalkboard (2000),
as well as in very popular TV series. The
episode being watched in a café in 3 Faces
was actually being broadcast on TV when the
scene was shot. With her, Panahi decided to
take on the role, using his good knowledge of
the Azeri language and participate in relations
with the villagers and the girl who sent the
message, relations which are one of the
issues in the film. Known for having a strong
personality, Behnaz Jafari was keen to fully
commit to the project, and refused to be paid.




SHAHRZAD & MARZIYEH REZAEI

The second major female character of the film is
played by Marziyeh Rezaei whom the director met by
chance in the street, immediately convinced that the
young woman was born for this role. The third “face”
is legendary Iranian movie star Shahrzad (real name
Kobra Saeedi). In Iran, everyone knows her, including
the younger generations. Among her most famous
appearances, many remember her role in Qeysar
(1969), Massoud Kimiai's great film noir. Shahrzad
performs a sensual number comparable to that of
Rita Hayworth in Gilda.

3 Faces points out how actresses have always been
regarded with a certain disrespect, perceived as
‘easy’ women, both before and after the Islamic
Revolution. One of Jafar Panahi's goals is to
emphasize how much they were, and are, on the
contrary, true artists. This is exemplarily the case
of Shahrzad, star of the pre-revolutionary era’s
mainstream cinema. Often used to highlight her
physical attributes in song and dance numbers, this
very talented actress is also a poet, author of an
important work.

PRESENT IN HER ABSENCE

Once his film was shot, Panahi went to Isfahan where
Shahrzad actually lives. He asked her permission to
use her name. She not only accepted, but agreed to
recite her poetry for the movie.

Like all the stars of that period, Shahrzad was
banned from performing after the Revolution. She
does not play in 3 Faces. Her presence is simulated
by her absence, a figure in the shadows or seen
from behind in the distance. We only hear her voice
reciting her own poetry.












